
 



 

Bismillahi Rahmaan ar-Raheem. 
 

This humble compilation has been put together in order to clarify an issue regarding which many Salafi 
brothers and sisters are confused. This confusion has then led to Salafi Du’aat and students of 
knowledge as being labelled innovators, ‘Hizbees’ or ‘supporters of Hizbiyyah’. I have compiled various 
Fataawa from the modern contemporary Ulamaa in order to clarify their respective positions on this 
issue, trying to remain as balanced as possible in providing the various different opinions. 
 
No doubt the students of knowledge who have attended and lectured in a Masjid in which there are 
mistakes and innovations have only done so after considering the need to go there, and hoping Allah 
benefits through his call to the Dawah of the Salaf. 
 
It is important to clarify that this compilation is not specific to any particular Masjid, Daa’ee or situation. 
For specific situations, the reader is advised to put forth an honest question to a scholar he trusts and 
seek his Fatwa. Unfortunately we are living in a time wherein people are careless in their labelling of 
anybody who disagrees with them as being ‘Hizbees’ or ‘Innovators’. 
 
Also it is important to clarify that this treatise has not been put together to diminish the severity of 
innovations nor the obligation to refute both innovations and the people of innovation. Rather it is 
pertaining to a specific issue which is teaching and lecturing in the Masaajid of the People of Innovation. 
 
It should also be known that I compiled this small treatise whilst being very restricted in time, and 
therefore I relied on present translations of the Fataawa from a number of English websites. If there are 
any errors in translation, the reader is requested to contact the translators and inform them of the 
errors. 
  
I hope and pray Allah will bring clarity and unity due to this humble compilation. 
 

 

Compiled by your brother who is in need of Allah 
Abu Taymiyyah Mohamed Jeylaani 

Former student of Dar al-Hadeeth, Dammaaj. 
 

20th of August 2015. 
 



 

The base ruling has been clarified by many Ulamaa, past and present, with regards to sitting with the 
People of Innovation. The Imaams of the Salaf have also clarified the impermissibility of sitting with the 
People of Innovation. 
 

Fudhayl ibn 'Iyaadh [d.187h] said,  

"Do not sit with a person of innovation. Allah has rendered his actions futile and has taken the light of 

Islaam from his heart."1 

 
As-Saaboonee [d. 449h] said about the Salaf and those who follow their methodology, 
"…They hate the People of Innovation who innovate into the religion that which is not from it. They do 
not love them and they do not keep company with them. They do not listen to their sayings, nor sit with 
them…”2  
 
Of course a Hukm (ruling) is not primarily taken from the statement of the Salaf, rather it is taken from 
evidences from the Qur’an and Sunnah, upon the understanding of the Salaf. Therefore this principle is 
deduced from the saying of Allah, 
 

((It has already come down to you in the Book that when you hear the Aayaat of Allah [bring recited], 

they are denied [by them] and ridiculed; so do not sit with them until they enter into another 

conversation. Indeed, you would then be like them. Indeed Allah will gather the hypocrites and 

disbelievers in Hell all together.)) (4:140) 
 
Al-Qurtubee said in his Tafseer, 
“If the ruling of abandoning the people of sinning has been established – like we have explained – then 
abandoning the people of Innovation and desires is even more emphasised.” 
 

Also, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “There will be a group of people towards the 
end of my Ummah, they will speak to you with matters you have not heard of nor your fathers have 

heard. So you should take caution and be aware of them.”
3

 
 

                                                           
1 Sharh Usool al-i’tiqaad, by Laalikaa’ee 
2 I'tiqaad Ahlis-Sunnah Ashaabil-Hadeeth, by as-Saaboonee 
3 Al-Haakim in his al-Mustadrak. Imaam Muslim also mentioned it in the introduction of his Saheeh. 



 
We should always take into consideration that the general statements of the Salaf should be used in 
their proper places; and general rulings are sometimes changed for specific scenarios allowing or indeed 
necessitating this. 
 
An example of this is regarding backbiting another Muslim. This example is mentioned due to its 
relevance to the subject of this compilation.  
 
Whilst the Asl (base ruling) for this sin is that it is impermissible to backbite any Muslim, however certain 
situations necessitate a change from the base ruling and indeed obligate us to backbite another Muslim. 
 
An-Nawawi said: 
"Know that although backbiting is forbidden, it becomes permissible under certain circumstances when 
done for a beneficial reason. That which makes it allowable is a valid and legitimate goal, which cannot 
be achieved except by doing it (i.e. the backbiting)…”4 
 
He then mentioned six categories in which backbiting is permitted:  

1. Informing regarding an oppressor. 
2. In order to change an evil and prevent sinning. 
3. Seeking a Fatwa. 
4. Warning and advising the Muslims against evil. 
5. Regarding a person who is open in his disobedience and innovations. 
6. In identifying a person by mentioning a unique characteristic.5 

 
The same ruling can be applied to sitting or talking with an innovator. It is permitted to sit and talk with 
the people of innovation due to a specific situation. 
 
AbdulAzeez Ibn Baaz was questioned, 
 
“When is it permitted to cut off (i.e. boycott) from an Innovator? When is it permitted to hate for the 
sake of Allah? Is boycotting effective in this era?” 

He replied: “The believer looks at these situations from the angle of Imaan and the Sharee’ah, free from 
desires. If boycotting the innovator and being distant from him does not lead to a greater evil then 
boycotting him is correct, and the least level it reaches is that it is Sunnah (i.e. recommended but not 
obligatory). Similar to this is boycotting a person whose disobedience is public, and makes it apparent – 
the least level it reaches is that it is Sunnah (i.e. recommended but not obligatory)…” 6 

There are many other Fataawa with this meaning, however for the sake of brevity I have sufficed with 
this. 
 
Furthermore, some of the statements of the Salaf which we find regarding the impermissibility of sitting 
with the People of Innovation are considered to be specific cases, from which general rulings cannot be 
derived. It is understood that some of these statements of the Salaf were made regarding individuals 
who they knew and were aware that the evidence had been established upon them. 
 
When discussing the punishment of an innovator, Ibn Taymiyyah said: 
 

                                                           
4 Al-Adhkaar by an-Nawawi 
5 For further clarification please refer to Riyadh as-Saaliheen and al-Adhkaar, both by an-Nawawi 
6 http://www.binbaz.org.sa/mat/20141 



“Many of the answers which Imaam Ahmad and the others gave were in relation to people with whom 
they were familiar, or the response addressed a specific person whose condition was known. Therefore 
such answers are like speaking about specific people.”7 
  

                                                           
7 Majmoo’ al-Fataawa Vol. 28 Page. 213 



 
Before mentioning the various statements, Fataawa and opinions of the scholars pertaining to the issue 
at hand, there is a doubt that is spread. Unfortunately this doubt has led some brothers and sisters, to 
wrongfully interpret and implement the statements of the scholars and therefore diminish the status 
and honour of many Du’aat. 
 
The doubt is that whoever goes to a masjid of the people of innovation for Da’wah, then this 
automatically necessitates at-Ta’aawun (cooperating) with Ahl al-Bid’ah, and whoever cooperates with 
them he is from them. The ignorance and danger of such a doubt is not hidden from any person with 
intellect and justice. 
 
A Salafi Daa’ee who goes to a Masjid or Jami’yyah which is upon deviation, and he calls to the truth, 
spreads the Sunnah, teaches the Salafi Manhaj and clarifies the doubts is not to be held responsible for 
previous – or indeed future - activities in the Masjid which oppose what he teaches. 
 
Otherwise, the multitude of scholars who teach in universities, Masaajid and institutes in which there 
are deviations would have to be criticised and cease to teach therein, and yet we see many Salafi 
scholars patiently teaching in such places whilst advising and rectifying with wisdom and patience. 
 
Also it is important to differentiate between Ta’aawun (cooperating [upon falsehood]) and Tadrees 
(lecturing and teaching). Cooperating with the people of innovation upon their falsehood is not 
permitted and a sin; whereas teaching, lecturing, advising and correcting them is not only permitted but 
an obligation. 
 
Unfortunately these two separate issues are often confused and it is said regarding a Salafi Daa’ee who 
has lectured in a non-Salafi Masjid, organisation or institute that he ‘shares their platform’ and 
‘cooperates with them’, whereas the reality is that he has spent his time in the Masjid privately and/or 
publicly advising and warning the same Masjid from their errors, and rectifying their mistakes according 
to his ability. 
 
Ultimately, guidance is with Allah and upon the Daa’ee is to strive earnestly in correcting mistakes and 
be patient upon this, because the path is long and time consuming. 



In preserving integrity and trustworthiness when conveying knowledge, it is only correct that I bring the 
various Fataawa, statements and opinions of various contemporary Ulamaa, even if they differ in their 
opinions. 
 
I have included as many Fataawa as I could find in the short restricted time I have. 
 
If anybody is aware of other Fataawa that I have not mentioned, then I will amend this compilation and 

add to it in subsequent editions of this compilation. 

Note: I have also included two Fataawa by Al-Lajnah ad-Daaimah (the Permanent Committee of 

scholars) with regards to entering into churches or other places of worship in order to call them to 

spread Tawheed and call them to Islaam, bearing in mind that it is not hidden from anybody what takes 

place in such places of worship from Shirk and Kufr. 

  



Question: “In our town, we have a Masjid for Ahl as-Sunnah, another one for Al-Tijaaniyyah (a deviant 
Sufi sect embracing strange beliefs far from Islam), and another one for Al-Qaadiriyyah (a deviant sect 
that claims Allah has no power over His Creation and humans are independent of Him), as well as other 
Masaajid that are known for superstitious practices. If we practice Da‘wah in the Masaajid of Ahl as-
Sunnah, it will not be possible for us to reach these people, unless we go to their Masaajid and offer 
Salah (Prayer) with them. We can then practice Da‘wah in their Masjid, with the intention that if we do 
it in their Masjids some of them might accept it. Is it permissible for us to offer Salah with them for this 
purpose? What advice can you give me when I arrive in the town and what are the ways that I can use to 
confront these people? “
 
Response: “When arriving in your town, you should adhere to Ahl as-Sunnah Wal-Jama‘ah, and populate 
their Masjids with ‘Ibadah (worship), cooperate with them to study beneficial knowledge and to deliver 
lessons, Khutbahs (sermons), and exhortations, to guide people to the Truth and inform them about the 
way of the Salaf (righteous predecessors) in terms of the knowledge and practice.  
 
You can also attend the assemblies of Al-Tijaaniyyah, Al-Qaadiriyyah, and other groups who introduce 
Bid‘ah (innovations in religion), and go to their public gatherings, and invite them to the Qur’an and the 
Sunnah (whatever is reported from the Prophet) with wisdom and good exhortation, and argue against 
their Bid‘ah in a way that is best. In the hope that Allah will guide them to the Right Path, but do not 
perform Salah behind them. 
 
May Allah grant us success. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and 
Companions.” 8 
 
 

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman 

`Abdullah ibn Qa`ud `Abdullah ibn Ghudayyan  `Abdul-Razzaq `Afify  `Abdul-`Aziz ibn `Abdullah 
 ibn Baz 

  

                                                           
8 
http://alifta.com/Fatawa/FatawaChapters.aspx?languagename=en&View=Page&PageID=4549&PageNo
=1&BookID=7 

http://alifta.com/Fatawa/FatawaChapters.aspx?languagename=en&View=Page&PageID=4549&PageNo=1&BookID=7
http://alifta.com/Fatawa/FatawaChapters.aspx?languagename=en&View=Page&PageID=4549&PageNo=1&BookID=7


Question: “There exists a Masjid in our area that has been built by a group from the Soofiyyah. This was 
after we – Ahlus Sunnah – wanted to build it, however they insisted on building it and so they did. The 
Masjid is under their administration and control. They hold sessions of poetry and praises in the Masjid. 

Is it permissible for us – the Sunnis – to pray in this Masjid with them and also pray behind their Imaam 
who is an innovator, or what else can we do?” 

Response: “If their Imaam is not a disbeliever, and he only has with him some innovations that do not 
necessitate a person to be exited from Islaam, then there is nothing preventing one from praying with 
them as well as advising, educating and teaching them by calling them to Allah after the prayers. Also 
[there is no problem] in circles of knowledge in the Masjid so the people benefit, learn and leave the 
innovations they have with them – inshaaAllah. This is from cooperating upon righteousness and Taqwa 
(piety) and also from the avenue of advising each other. 

If, however, the Imaam performs that which necessitates disbelief, such as the person who seeks 
deliverance and rescue from Prophet (sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam), supplicates to other than Allah, seeks 
rescue from the deceased, makes oaths and vows by them or sacrifices in their name then this is 
disbelief and misguidance. These actions are acts of disbelief and so it is not permissible to pray behind 
such a person. This is because these actions are acts of disbelief in Allah (the Exalted) and polytheism.”9  

                                                           
9 Reference: http://www.binbaz.org.sa/mat/15983 

http://www.binbaz.org.sa/mat/15983


 
The Question in Summary: If some of the Salafi students of knowledge were invited to give a lecture at 
a masjid of the people of Hizbiyyah, can he answer their invite, bearing in mind that he will not be able 
to speak regarding issues which he opposes them in? 
 
The Imam al-Albany, may Allah have mercy upon him, answered by saying:  
 
“He should oblige upon them (i.e. conditions) and he should not be the one being obliged”  
 
The Questioner: So if he comes to know that he will not be able to utter words of truth whether they 
are please with it or not, he can still attend? 
 
Al-Imam Albany: They could probably oblige upon him a topic to speak about 
 
Questioner: Yes,  
 
Al-Imam Albany: So if it is based upon their desires, then he should not be pleased with (it) nor should 
he attend. As for if they give him a choice then he should oblige upon them the topic which he will be 
speaking about and he should likewise not surprise them (with an unexpected topic during the course of 
the lecture) 
 
Questioner: Yes, 
 
Al-Imam Albany: Being the reason that coming with an unexpected topic can arouse a problem, they 
could probably become a barrier for him continuing his topic, but rather he should say to them I am 
going to give a lecture, for example regarding Tawheed, for example the verse of Allah : 
 
((If you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger)) 
 

And if they agree then he can embark upon it or else he should not, this is what I intended by my 

statement ‘He should oblige upon them (i.e. conditions) and he should not be the one being obliged”10  

 

 
 
  

                                                           
10 Silsilat al-Huda wan-Noor, Tape 851, min 10-40 to 13-30. 



 
The Question: “How do the students of knowledge deal with individuals from the groups that are 
referred to as being Islamic such as the group al-Ikhwan al-Muslimeen and Jama’tu at-Tableegh?” 
 
The Answer: “He deals with them by giving them Da’wah to Allah, Ta’alaa while they are the most 
deserving to be given da’wah, due to them being deceived, whereas they think that Jama’atu at-
Tableegh is upon the correct path and they think that al-ikhwaanul Muslimeen are upon the straight 
path, so I advise every brother to strive to clarify and convey (the correct da’wah), whereas Allah, The 
Almighty says in his noble book: 
 
((Speak to them with an effective word (i.e. to believe in Allah, worship Him, obey Him, and be afraid 
of Him) to reach their innerselves.)) 
 
And He, The Most High, says: 
 
((There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders Sadaqah (charity in Allah's 
Cause), or Ma'ruf (Islamic Monotheism and all the good and righteous deeds which Allah has 
ordained), or conciliation between mankind, and he who does this, seeking the good Pleasure of Allah, 
We shall give him a great reward)) 
 

It is an important matter that you mix with them and to give them Da’wah however it is a must you be 

totally aware of them using you as a figure to attract the people by, they may say ‘we want from you to 

give a lecture at so-and-so's council' while they merely intend to say to the people so-and-so is with us, 

whereas they attract the youth by you or they may say we want you to give a lecture in so-and-so’s 

masjid, so if you come to know that they do not intend except to attract the youth by you then no (i.e. 

do not attend), and devote yourself to beneficial knowledge and in teaching even if you only have two 

people with you rather even you do not have no one with you, whereas (in that case) you can memorize 

what you are able from the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Messenger  and you can learn the Arabic 

language and the knowledge of hadeeth and other than that...11” 

 

 

  

                                                           
11 http://aloloom.net/vb/showthread.php?t=5145 



 
Question: “Does one cooperate with the Islamic groups of the Ikhwan al Muslimeen and Jama’tu at 
Tableegh and gives lectures where they are located (in their Mosques)?” 
 
Answer: "No he does not give lectures where they are located ,nor does he teach there for indeed they 
will not benefit from his lectures and his Duroos rather they are only going to use him as a means to 
execute their goals(Their desires)."12 
 
 
  

                                                           
12 Adamal mashru'iyah at taa'wan ma'aal Jama'aatil Mukhaalifah page 22. 



Question: “Is it permitted to mix with the various groups or should they be boycotted?” 

Response: “Mixing with them, if it is done for the purpose of Da’wah – from those who have knowledge 
and insight – to holding firm to the Sunnah and leaving off the errors – then this is good. This is Da’wah 
to Allah. As for if the mixing with them is for mere socialising or accompanying them without any 
Da’wah or clarification then this is not permitted. 

It is not permitted for a person to mix with those who oppose [the Sunnah] except in a manner which 
brings about a legislated benefit, such as calling them to the correct Islaam or clarifying the truth to 
them so they may return to the truth.  Just as Ibn Mas’ood went to the innovators who were in the 
Masjid and stayed with them and disapproved of their innovations. 

Also Ibn Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with them both) went to the Khawaarij and debated them, 
clarified their doubts and so some among them returned [to the truth].  

So if mixing with [the groups] is done in this way, then it is required; but if they persist upon their 
falsehood then it becomes obligatory to stay away from them, become distant and strive against them 
for the sake of Allah.13” 

  

                                                           
13 Beneficial Answers to Questions Relating to New Methodologies 



The Question: “If the innovators request from me to go to their mosques to give them admonitions and 

to deliver sermons, is it upon me to go or is it upon me to refuse?” 

The Answer: "No, you should not refuse, if the people of innovations request in the masjid that you 

deliver a Khutbah for them, or to give them an admonition or to establish a conference or a lecture, 

however it is upon you to target the innovations which they are committing, you should target it (i.e. 

warn from it) and should you clarify its harm by mentioning the proofs from the verses of the Quran and 

the hadeeths of The Prophet (against it), whereas perhaps Allah ,azza wajall, may guide by the 

lecture and the admonition and the Khutbah who he wills from his servants to be guided, whereas you 

get the reward and Allah knows best.14” 

  

                                                           
14 Audio Reference: 

https://archive.org/details/GivingDawahInTheMasajidOfTheInnovatorsShaykhZaydAlMadkhalee 

 



Shaykh Rabee, may Allah grant him success, said when he was describing his trip to Sudan:  

“…Then we departed to Gadarif (i.e. a state of Sudan) which is a small town there whereas we went 

around to all of the mosques there, (but) they said 'nothing remains in this town except one mosque 

that belongs to At-Tijaaniyyah, while we are not able to go there', so I said how? They said therein are a 

people who are strong fanatics, I said, we will go to them and seek their permission if they allow us to 

speak we will then convey (some speech) and if they do not allow us then we have an excuse with Allah, 

we did not come to force, baarakallah feekum, so we went and the Imam led us in the prayer, then 

when he ended I went and gave him salaams and I said to him ‘do you allow me to give a lecture for 

these brothers’ so he said ‘go ahead’ whereas I spoke and I was calling to Allah and to Tawheed and to 

the Sunnah and to other things of knowledge and I was criticizing some of the mistakes that were 

present and some of the acts of misguidance…”15 

 

  

                                                           
15 Audio https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiLY8Q5GTlI subtitles in English 

Note: Some of the brothers have spread a doubt regarding the story of Shaykh Rabee, they have 

mentioned that Shaikh Rabee only attended the masjid of the Tijaaniyyah (who are from the worst of 

the Soofiyyah) and he only did this because he was on a journey. 

It is as if the brother is saying that he only visited the Masjid due to being on a journey otherwise he 

would not do so. 

The question to the brother is, is it permitted for a Shaykh to do something in his travels yet it is 

impermissible for him to do it whilst being resident?!  

Any example of such a ruling – like shortening the Prayer – must be proved from the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

Would Shaikh Rabee do something Haraam whilst travelling but then not do it whilst residing if he had 

the same opportunity in being able to guide a group of people?   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiLY8Q5GTlI


Question: “Our noble Shaykh, we have experienced strong interest from many Masaajid wanting to 
benefit from the students of knowledge who have graduated from the Islamic University [of Madeenah]. 
However, the administration of these Masaajid may have previously spoken inappropriately about some 
Salafees. This inappropriate speech has many reasons, perhaps the most important of them is: their 
ignorance regarding the truth, as well as the bad reputation of some of those who ascribe to knowledge. 
This is a result of them (some Salafees) being hasty and not taking into consideration the potential 
benefits and harms. 
 
However, now – and all praise is due to Allah – we find the opportunity open for us. These people are 
our own people, and we want to benefit and teach them some of what Allah (the Exalted) has taught us. 
Is it permissible for us to give lectures and lessons in their Masaajid? Keeping in mind that some of our 
brothers prevent this by comparing these Masaajid to ‘hizbee’ organisations and then applying the 
ruling of some of our scholars about such organisations to the [aforementioned] Masaajid. 
 
What is your advice to us? May Allah preserve you and direct you to being correct.” 
 
Response: All praise is due to Allah. Allah (the most High) said, 
 
((And warn your tribe (O Muhammad) of near kindred)) [26:214] 
 
O my brothers – the students of knowledge: The obligation upon you in the United States of America or 
in other non-Islamic countries wherein the brothers reside and where the majority of people are not 
upon Islaam – the obligation upon them is to establish the Da’wah to Allah upon insight, and strive to do 
your utmost in doing so. 
 
They must seek the needs of their Muslim brothers, in teaching them the matters of Aqeedah (belief), 
Fiqh, Sunnah and the other types of beneficial knowledge. You must strive and do your utmost best in 
this; you have to sacrifice those things that are precious to you as well as valuable time in order to fulfil 
this noble objective – which is Da’wah to Allah (the Glorified and Most high). 
Allah (the Most High) said, 
 
((And who is better in speech than he who calls to Allah, does righteous deeds, and says: “I am one of 
the Muslims”)) [41:33] 
 
The Prophet (sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said, 
 
“Propagate from me, even if it be one ayah (verse)” 
 
The Prophet (sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam) said, 
 
“May Allah enlighten the one who heard my speech, understood it and then transmitted it as he heard 
it.” 
 
The obligation upon the students of knowledge to whom Allah has provided them with beneficial 
knowledge is to pay its Zakaah by teaching it to the people. Allah has promised much goodness for the 
one who is like this.  
 
The most important of this promised good is two matters: 
 
Firstly, that he is actually worshipping Allah upon knowledge. Allah (the Most High) said, 



 
((Say (O Muhammad): “”This is my way; I invite unto Allah with sure knowledge…)) [12:108] 
 
So he calls the people to the Sunnah, Tawheed and to the methodology of the Salaf. 
 
Secondly, he will have the same reward of everybody who followed and benefitted from him; nothing 
will be deducted from either of their reward. 
 
The Messenger of Allah (sal Allahu alayhi wa sallam said) said, 
 
“Whoever calls to guidance will receive the same reward as the one who follows him, nothing will be 
deducted from their reward.” 
 
Regarding these Masaajid wherein you find many common Muslims and a lack of students of 
knowledge, then it is islamically obligatory upon us to look after these Masaajid; advising, teaching, 
directing them to traverse the methodology of the Salaf and calling the people to the Sunnah. [We must 
direct them] to strive and do their utmost in those actions that will bring them closer to Allah (the 
Glorified and most High). 
 
Allah said, 
((…and let not the hatred of a people toward you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. 
Be just, that is closer to Taqwa)) [05:08] 
 
So if some of them have made [erroneous] statements due to being hasty, not understanding the 
methodology, ignorance or due to some rumours , then none of this should be a barrier preventing you 
from propagating the da’wah and visiting those Masaajid. 
 
The above ruling has certain conditions: 
 
Firstly: This opportunity is not exploited in calling to anybody who has a deviated way or inclination. 
So if you think that the opportunity will be exploited for this purpose, then remain distant from it and 
search for other places where Allah will cause you to be of benefit. 
 
Secondly: That we do not partake in any of the specific practices of the Hizbiyyeen and the innovators in 
any way – directly or indirectly. 
 
Thirdly: The one who propagates the Da’wah should have knowledge of what he is saying, 
understanding that which he calls to, knows the state of the people he is preaching to and he should 
realise that every situation has a specific manner of speech [in dealing with it]. He should strive to 
inform the people regarding their religion, especially the new Muslims. 
 
The fact that those people do not know the methodology of the Salaf, they are upon their original state 
(fitrah) (i.e., free from any deviation) or they have not tasted its sweetness, then this is more of an 
obligation upon us to explain to them the true methodology so that they can traverse it and take it as 
guidance. We have to pay more attention to teaching the Aqeedah (belief) and the true methodology.  
 
We have to seek the help of the Senior Scholars, even if it is via tele-link lectures. Hopefully, Allah will 
cause them to benefit from that. 
 
So if the above conditions are fulfilled, then you should go to these Masaajid and propagate the Da’wah. 
There is a difference between the one who enters into the ranks of the Hizbiyyeen – promoting for them 
and being exploited to increase their numbers – [there is a difference between this type of person] and 



the one who goes to their Masaajid in order to deliver lectures whilst maintaining the correct 
methodology and without dissolving and weakening His religion amongst those who go astray from the 
true path and from what is correct. 
 
For example, we may even go to some places out of necessity, where there are certain criticisms upon 
them; rather we may even go to the non-Muslims, in order to call them to Allah (the Exalted). This is, as I 
have mentioned, by conforming to the above conditions, so that nobody else can exploit our Da’wah, 
and so that we do not assimilate or abandon the true methodology. 
 
Similarly we do not trail behind the people of ‘al-Muwaazanaat,’ those who seek to honour the 
innovators. They say: ‘if you want to refute the innovator then you must firstly mention his good deeds.’ 
This is a false methodology from amongst the innovated methodologies which the people who seek to 
gather people were established upon. They say, ‘We will unite on those things we agree upon and 
excuse each other on those issues of difference.’ This is a corrupt principle. 
 
So, like I have mentioned, these conditions maintained. If you fulfil these conditions, then go to any 
Masjid. 
 
I recall that in some of our travels for Da’wah we visited places where the people had some mistakes, 
rather they had innovations, we even may go to the non-Muslims – but it is a must to fulfil these 
matters (the above conditions). 
 
The situation in the countries where the majority are non-Muslim is different to the situation in some of 
the Muslim countries whereby Islaam is widespread and the true methodology is being spread. 
You must pay attention to the potential benefits and harms even in what we say and what we speak 
about, so that we may not cause harm to our Da’wah. This, along with, remaining firm upon the true 
methodology and not being deficient in this regard – as I have made clear. 
 
Allah is the One who guides to the best of paths.16 
  

                                                           
16 The audio can be found here: http://www.madeenah.com/teaching-in-the-masaajid-of-the-people-
who-have-spoken-ill-of-some-salafees/ 



 

Question: “What is the ruling on a Muslim entering a church to observe their prayers or listen to a 
lecture?” 

Response: “It is impermissible for a Muslim to enter upon disbelievers in their places of worship since it 
increases their numbers. In addition, al-Baihaqee has reported with an authentic chain of narrators that 
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “…And do not enter upon the idolaters in their churches 
and temples, for anger descends upon them.” 

However, if [one enters their churches] for a legislative benefit, or to call them to Allah, or something 
along those lines, then there is no harm in doing so. 

And success is with Allah alone. 

May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and companions.” 

Signed: Abdul-Aziz bin Abdillah bin Baz (president), Abdurrazzaq ‘Afeefi (vice-president), Abdullah bin 
Ghudayan (member), Abdullah bin Qu’ood (member). 

 

Question: “There exist many churches here, is it therefore permitted to enter into them and to debate 
the clergymen? Is it permitted to enter into them in order to look around and know what they do?” 

Response: “It is permissible for people of knowledge to enter churches in order to invite the people 
there to Islam. However, entering them just to look around should be avoided, because there is no 
benefit in doing so. 

True Guidance is from Allah; may peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and 
companions.”17  

                                                           
17 http://alifta.net/fatawa/fatawaDetails.aspx?BookID=3&View=Page&PageNo=8&PageID=538&languagename= 



As the reader can see from the above Fataawa, the scholars have spoken regarding this matter and 
there is some difference amongst them with regards to the permissibility of lecturing in such Masaajid 
and the conditions for this. The answers of the scholars differ from one to another, between those who 
permit going to the Masaajid of Ahl Bid’ah for Da’wah and teaching therein, and perhaps others who 
advise not to do so. 

The least therefore that can be said regarding this issues is that the scholars have differed on, due to it 
being from the issues of Ijtihaad. Because of the nature of this issue being one of Ikhtilaaf amongst the 
Salafi Ulamaa, then it should not lead to Muslims boycotting other Muslims, and attempting to diminish 
each other’s honour. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said, 
 
“Whoever embarks on acting upon the speech of some of the scholars in regards to the matters of 
ijtihaad, he should not be boycotted nor blamed. Whoever acts upon one of the two opinions should also 
not be blamed. If it becomes apparent to a person that one of the two opinions outweighs the other, he 
should act upon that which has become apparent to him, otherwise he blind follows those scholars 
whose speeches is depended upon when it comes to putting forth that which is closest to the correct 
opinion.” 18 
 
I therefore appeal to my brothers and sisters to maintain justice and fairness when dealing with such an 
issue. We should be careful when speaking about the honour of other Muslims, and more so the 
Students of Knowledge and Du’aat. You should know that Allah has made it unlawful for a person to vile 
the honour of another Muslim without a right. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said, 
 
"It is compulsory when speaking about others that one speaks with knowledge and justice, and he 
shouldn't speak with ignorance (about others) and be oppressive in his speech as this is the situation of 
the people of innovation." 19 
 
He also mentioned:20 
 
"It is not lawful to oppress anyone even if he is a Kaafir (disbeliever) because Allah says  
 
((…Let not hatred of a people incite you not to act with justice.)) 

                                                           
18 Majmoo’ al-Fataawa Vol. 20 Page. 207 
19 Minhaj as-Sunnah an-Nabawiyya Vol. 4 Page. 337 
20 Majmoo’ al-Fataawa Vol. 19 page. 44 


